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1 . The Information Disclosure Statements submitted by Applicant on December 4, 
2003, February 26, 2004 and October 23, 2006 have been received and fully 
considered. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: . 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tsuruda 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,577,534). 

Tsuruda discloses in Figure 1 a non-volatile memory device [100] comprising a memory 
cell array [140] coupled to a sense latch circuit [130] (column 8, line 28) to read data 
from the memory array [140]. The data read by the sense latch circuit [130] is latched 
into a data latch circuit [120] (column 8, line 21). A data control circuit [90] outputs the 
data latched in the data latch circuit [120] via a main amplifier [110] to an input-output 
circuit [80] (column 8, lines 18-19). The sense latch circuit [130] would be considered 
as the claimed decoder since it is used to read the data stored in the memory cell array 
[142]. The data path between the memory array [140] and the input-output circuit [80] 
would be considered as the claimed transfer path. 

5. Claims 4-6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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6. Claims 7-20 are allowed. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art failed to show or suggest the decoder decodes the data immediately 
after being outputted from the latch circuit as in claim 4, or the transfer path is 
constituted of a shift register and the data is transferred in serial as in claim 5, or the 
decoder has a function to detect an error and correct the error in the data as in claim 6, 
or the encoder as in claim 7-20. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fedde et al., Choi et al. and Kawakami are cited to show memory devices having 
data latch. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1789. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 07:00 AM to 
03:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amir Zarabian, can be reached at (571) 272-1852. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only, 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /? y^^^ ' 

" Tan T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2827 
November 21, 2006 



